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Foreword 


Following  the  U.S.   Supreme  Court's  decision  in  the  Bakke  case,  WICHE 
co-sponsored--with  the  Education  Commission  of  the  States,   the  Aspen   Insti- 
tute of  Justice,  and  the  California  Postsecondary  Education  Commission—a 
western  regional   conference  to  examine  the  implications  of  the  Court's 
action.     That  historic  decision  focused  national   attention  on  the  use  of 
race  in  higher  education  admissions   policies  and  affirmed,  within  certain 
limits,    its  appropriateness.     The  conference  served  to  reaffirm  its   parti- 
cipants'  commitment  to  creative  post-Bakke  responses   in  the  shaping  of 
admissions   programs  and   to  working  for  full   and  equitable  representation 
of  all   groups   in  higher  education  in  the  West. 

This  report  grew  out  of  WICHE's   involvement  in  that  conference.      It 
was  written  to  provide  an  accurate  picture  of  the  representation  of  racial 
and  ethnic  minorities  in  higher  education   institutions   in  each  of  the  west- 
ern states.      It  underlines  that  while  participation  of  minority  groups   in 
higher  education  over  the  past  decade  has  increased  significantly,  under- 
representation  of  certain  groups   is   still   apparent.     Through   its  Minority 
Education  Program,  WICHE  is  endeavoring  to  assist  states  and  institutions 
in  facilitating  access  and  retention  of  minorities   in  higher  education   in 
the  West. 

The  report  was   prepared  by  the  staff  of  WICHE's  Graduate  Education 
Project,    in   particular,   Barbara   Krauth,  with   the  assistance  of  Norman 
Kaufman  and  Dennis  Viehland,  who  also  designed  and   prepared  all    the  graphics 
It  is  presented  here  by  WICHE's   Information  Clearinghouse,  as   part  of  a  com- 
mitment to  provide  significant  information   to  those  who  formulate  programs 
and   policies. 


Phil  1 ip  Sirotkin 

Executive  Director 
Boulder,   Colorado  Western  Interstate  Commission 

January  1980  for  Higher  Education 
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Representation  of  Minorities 
In  Higher  Education  in  the  West 


The  problem  of  achieving  equal  access  to  higher  education  for  all  groups 
is  complex.  It  involves  a  range  of  issues,  from  admissions  standards  and 
financial  support  to  cultural  values  and  attitudes  toward  education  itself. 
The  Western  Interstate  Commission  for  Higher  Education,  WICHE,  has  a  contin- 
uing commitment  to  equality  in  higher  education;  one  of  its  goals  is  to 
"improve  the  accessibility  of  postsecondary  education  to  all  western  citi- 
zens." WICHE 's  Commissioners  have  recently  reaffirmed  this  commitment  by 
establishing  WICHE's  Minority  Education  Program  to  coordinate  efforts  to 
increase  the  access  of  minorities  to  postsecondary  education  opportunities 
in  the  West. 

This  report  does  not  attempt  to  address  the  causes  or  cures  for  the 
unequal  participation  of  minorities  in  education.  It  simply  provides  current 
information  on  the  representation  of  minorities  in  higher  education  in  the 
West.  Data  are  provided  for  the  thirteen  western  states  included  in  WICHE: 
Alaska,  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Hawaii,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  New 
Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming. 

Included  in  the  report  is  information  on  patterns  of  minority  enrollment 
and  degrees  awarded  in  undergraduate,   graduate,  and  first-professional    pro- 
grams in  private  and  public  institutions   in  the  West.     A  breakdown  of  enroll- 
ment by  race  and  sex  is   provided  for  graduate  and  first-professional    programs. 
The  ratios  of  minority  enrollments  to  minority  populations   in  each  of  the 
thirteen  states  are  examined.     Together,   tables   1   to  7  provide  a  detailed 
profile  of  minority  participation  in  higher  education  in  the  West. 


Highlights: 


Hispanics  are  the  largest  minority  group  in  the  West,  yet 
they  are  the  most  underrepresented  in  enrollment  in  higher 
education  institutions  in  the  region. 

Minority  representation  (with  the  exception  of  Asians) 
drops  sharply  from  undergraduate  to  graduate  and  first- 
professional  programs. 

Of  the  5,775  U.S.  citizens  who  received  Ph.D.  degrees  from 
institutions  in  the  western  region  in  1976,  92.8  percent 
were  white. 

Males  make  up  53.9  percent  of  the  graduate  enrollment 
nationally;  females  compose  46.1  percent.   In  the  West, 
males  account  for  58.5  percent  and  females  41.5  percent 
of  the  graduate  enrollment. 


•  Among  black  graduate  students  (in  contrast  to  other  groups) 
in  the  West,  females  have  a  better  representation  than  males. 

t    In  the  period  1972-76,  increases  in  minority  enrollments  were 
greater  than  increases  in  the  enrollments  of  white  students. 

•  Minority  enrollments  (except  for  Asians)  tend  to  be  concen- 
trated in  two-year  institutions. 

Degrees  Awarded 

Table  1  and  figure  1  depict  the  distribution  of  degrees  awarded  in  1975- 
76  by  race  and  ethnicity  in  each  of  the  thirteen  western  states. 

In  1975-76,  minority  students  in  the  West  received  a  slightly  higher 
proportion  of  degrees  at  all  levels  except  the  Ph.D.  than  did  minority  stu- 
dents nationwide.  In  the  West,  they  received  12.6  percent  of  the  bachelor's 
degrees,  11.7  percent  of  master's,  7.2  percent  of  doctorates,  and  11.2  per- 
cent of  first-professional  degrees.  For  the  U.S.  as  a  whole,  the  proportions 
of  minority  students  receiving  each  degree  were:   10.2  percent  of  bachelor's, 
10.4  percent  of  master's,  7.7  percent  of  Ph.D.s  and  8.0  percent  of  first- 
professional  degrees. 

The  proportion  of  degrees  granted  to  Indians,  blacks,  and  Hispanics  was 
generally  higher  for  the  bachelor's  degree  than  for  graduate  or  professional 
degrees.  Asians,  however,  received  a  larger  proportion  of  first-professional 
degrees  than  of  undergraduate  degrees,  and  blacks  received  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  master's  than  bachelor's  degrees. 

The  proportions  of  minority  students  enrolled  in  higher  education  (see 
table  2)  are  higher  than  the  percentage  actually  receiving  degrees.  Minor- 
ities make  up  21.1  percent  of  the  undergraduate  enrollment  in  the  West,  for 
example,  but  received  only  12.6  percent  of  the  bachelor's  degrees  in  1976. 
One  explanation  for  this  at  the  undergraduate  level  is  that  more  minorities 
are  enrolled  in  two-year  than  four-year  colleges  and  universities.  Another 
explanation  is  the  attrition  rate  of  minority  students. 

Enrol lment 

Table  2  and  figure  2  summarize  the  enrollment  patterns  of  ethnic  and 
racial  minorities  in  higher  education  in  the  West.  Numbers  and  percentages 
of  undergraduate,  graduate,  and  first-professional  students  are  shown  by 
ethnic/racial  group  for  each  of  the  thirteen  states.  To  provide  a  basis  for 
comparing  the  ethnic/racial  enrollments  with  the  composition  of  the  state  as 
a  whole,  percent  distribution  of  the  population  by  minority  group  is  given 
for  each  state. 

The  enrollment  figures  include  only  American  citizens.  Although  non- 
resident aliens  comprise  the  fastest  growing  "minority"  group  in  higher 
education,  the  focus  of  this  report  is  access  to  education  for  United  States 
citizens.   It  is  important  to  examine  the  figures  for  each  ethnic/racial 
group  and  each  state  separately  because  the  compositions  of  both  population 
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Figure  1 
DEGREES  GRANTED  IN  THE  WEST,  FALL  1976 
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Figure  2 
UNDERGRADUATE   ENROLLMENT,   FALL   1976 


Indian     0.7% 


West 


Asian     1.1 


Hispanic     3.9% 


United  States 


Indian     1.6% 


and  student  enrollment  vary   significantly  from  state  to  state.  New  Mexico 
and  Hawaii,  for  example,  both  have  heavy  concentrations  of  minorities,  but 
the  dominant  group  in  New  Mexico  is  Hispanic  and  in  Hawaii  it  is  Asian.  It 
would  be  misleading  to  compare  enrollment  proportions  without  giving  close 
attention  to  such  differences. 

Highlights: 

•    Hispanics  are  the  largest  minority  group  in  the  population 
of  the  western  states  as  a  whole.  As  table  2  shows,  however, 
they  are  generally  the  most  underrepresented  group  in  enroll- 
ment in  higher  education  institutions  in  the  region.  Hispanics 
make  up  12.4  percent  of  the  population  in  the  region,  yet  they 
represent  fewer  than  8  percent  of  undergraduate  and  only  4  per- 
cent of  graduate  and  first-professional  students.  In  states 
with  a  large  Hispanic  population  (New  Mexico,  California, 
Arizona)  the  disparity  is  even  greater. 

t    There  is  a  general  tendency  for  minority  representation  to 
decrease  sharply  from  undergraduate  to  graduate  or  first- 
professional  programs.  In  only  a  few  cases  (blacks  and 
Hispanics  in  Alaska,  and  Hispanics  in  Utah  and  Washington) 
do  states  have  a  larger  proportion  of  minorities  enrolled 
in  graduate  or  professional  programs  than  undergraduate 
programs.  This  tendency  is  also  clear  in  minority  enroll- 
ment patterns  in  the  U.S.  as  a  whole. 

Ratio  of  Enrollment  to  Population 

Table  3  and  figure  3  show  the  relationship  of  the  student  enrollment 
percentage  to  the  population  percentage  for  each  minority  group.  A  figure 
less  than  1.00  in  table  3  indicates  that  the  minority  group  is  underrepre- 
sented relative  to  population,  i.e.,  that  the  proportion  of  minority  students 
enrolled  is  smaller  than  the  proportion  of  minority  persons  in  the  population 
of  the  state.  A  figure  greater  than  one  indicates  that  members  of  that 
minority  group  participate  in  higher  education  in  numbers  that  exceed  their 
proportionate  representation  in  the  state's  population. 

Some  care  must  be  taken  in  interpreting  this  table.  First,  the  figures 
are  based  on  total  state  population,  rather  than  just  the  18-21  age  cohorts. 
A  state  in  which  large  numbers  of  a  minority  group  are  the  traditional  col- 
lege age  could  thus  be  expected  to  have  a  ratio  greater  than  one;  conversely, 
in  a  state  in  which  the  minority  population  is  largely  non-college  age,  the 
ratio  would  be  expected  to  be  less  than  one.  Second,  students  do  migrate 
across  state  lines  to  go  to  college.  The  figures  for  a  given  state  in  table 
3  may  be  affected  by  enrollment  of  students  from  out  of  state. 

Ratios  are  given  for  undergraduate  enrollments  for  each  state.  Because 
many  students  leave  their  home  states  for  graduate  or  first-professional  pro- 
grams, only  regional  and  national  ratios  are  given  for  these  levels. 


Table  3 
RATIO  OF  1976  ENROLLMENT  PERCENT  TO  POPULATION  PERCENT 


American 

Total 

Indian 

Black 

Asian 

Hispanic 

Minority 

White 

UNDERGRADUATES 

Alaska 

0.59 

0.93 

X* 

0.94 

0.96 

1.01 

Arizona 

0.59 

1.15 

1.40 

0.56 

0.65 

1.10 

Cal  i  form' a 

3.00 

1.13 

1.89 

0.59 

0.93 

1.04 

Colorado 

2.00 

0.97 

2.20 

0.60 

0.77 

1.04 

Hawaii 

2.00 

1.25 

1.25 

0.88 

1.23 

0.89 

Idaho 

1.11 

X* 

2.60 

0.33 

0.87 

1.01 

Montana 

0.97 

1  .20 

2.00 

0.50 

0.96 

0.99 

Nevada 

0.75 

0.70 

1.86 

0.34 

0.62 

1.08 

New  Mexico 

0.54 

1.39 

3.00 

0.71 

0.72 

1.30 

Oregon 

1.67 

1.08 

2.43 

0.56 

1.16 

1.00 

Utah 

1.00 

0.86 

2.50 

0.41 

0.79 

1.01 

Washington 

1.30 

1.74 

2.23 

0.57 

1.38 

0.96 

Wyoming 

0.60 

1.67 

2.00 

0.60 

0.80 

1.02 

TOTAL  WEST 

Undergraduate 

1.33 

1.23 

1.68 

0.63 

0.96 

1.02 

Graduate 

0.67 

0.68 

1.58 

0.31 

0.60 

1.13 

First  Professional 

0.58 

0.58 

1.71 

0.32 

0.60 

1.13 

TOTAL  U.S. 

Undergraduate 

1.75 

0.95 

2.25 

0.74 

0.96 

1.02 

Graduate 

1.00 

0.58 

2.25 

0.38 

0.60 

1.10 

First  Professional 

1.25 

0.41 

2.13 

0.36 

0.49 

1.12 

Reliable  population  data  not  available, 
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Figure  3 
RELATIONSHIP  OF  UNDERGRADUATE  ENROLLMENT  TO  REPRESENTATION  IN  POPULATION 
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NOTES:  Graphic  comparisons  between  whites  and  minority  groups  may  be 

distorted  by  a  break  in  the  scale  as  indicated  by  diagonal  lines. 
Percentages  that  fall  within  the  break  are  given.  For  all  other 
percentages,  see  table  2. 
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Figure  3  (continued) 
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Figure  3   (continued) 
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These  data  are  not  presented  to  imply  that  population  ratios  should  be 
precisely  reflected  in  higher  education  or  that  quotas  should  be  used  to 
equalize  representation.  The  figures  should  be  seen  as  only  approximate 
indices  of  the  progress  being  made  toward  the  goal  of  assuring  all  segments 
of  the  population  an  equal  opportunity  to  participate  in  higher  education. 

Highl ights: 

•  These  ratios  show  the  same  general    patterns  in  the 
western  states  as   in  the  U.S.   as  a  whole,   though  the 
actual   ratios  are  lower  in   the  West  for  all    groups 
except  blacks  and  whites. 

•  Asians  have  the  best  representation  of  any  group 
(including  whites)  at  all    three  education  levels 

in  the  thirteen  western  states.     Hispanics  have  the 
poorest  representation. 

•  While  the  ratios  for  whites  and  Asians   increase  from 
undergraduate  to  graduate  and   first-professional 
levels,   the  ratios  drop  for  blacks,  Hispanics,  and 
American   Indians. 

Minority  Enrollments   in  Two-Year  and   Four-Year   Institutions 


Minority  representation  in  the  two-  and  four-year  i 
West  is  shown  in  table  4  and  figure  4.  Care  must  be  tak 
data  because:  (1)  Students  unclassified  by  field  of  stu 
and  (2)  the  statewide  enrollment  mix  between  two-  and  fo 
is  partly  determined  by  the  size  of  each  sector  in  that 
in  Oregon,  44  percent  of  the  minority  students  are  enrol 
two-year  institutions;  however,  these  figures  are  meanin 
are  compared  with  the  percentage  of  white  students  enrol 
institutions,  46.6  percent.  The  concentration  of  minori 
sector  needs  to  be  compared  with  the  concentration  of  wh 
to  compare  their  representations   in  two-  and  four-year   i 


nstitutions   in  the 
en   in  analyzing  these 
dy  are  not  included* 
ur-year  institutions 
state.     For  example, 
led  in  the  state's 
gful   only  when  they 
led   in   two-year 
ty  students  in  each 
ite  students   in  order 
nstitutions . 


Highl ights 


Minority  enrollments   in   the  West  are  more  concentrated 
in  the  two-year  institutions   (62.2  percent)   than  are 
enrollments  of  white  students   (52.9  percent). 

In  the  western  states,   however,   California's  community 
college  system  dominates   the  two-year  enrollments. 
Eighty-one  percent  of  the  western   two-year  enrollment 


*  This  accounts  for  the  difference  between  enrollment  figures 
given  for  undergraduates  in  table  2,  for  example,  and  those 
shown   here. 
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Figure  4 
ENROLLMENT  IN  WESTERN  TWO-  AND  FOUR-YEAR  INSTITUTIONS,  FALL  1^76 
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KEY:     Percent  enrolled  in  two-year  institutions 


|Vi*,''',i***V*l*tAV^ 


Percent  enrolled   in  four-year  institutions     C 


is  attributable  to  California.  If  the  California 
data  are   excluded  from  the  western  totals,  the 
revised  data  are  more  similar  to  that  of  the  nation 
as  a  whole: 


West 

(without 

United 

Cal  i form' a) 

States 

Total   Minority 

Two-Year 

46.6% 

45.0% 

Four-Year 

53.4% 

55.0% 

Total   White 

Two-Year 

41.4% 

34.0% 

Four-Year 

58.6% 

66.0% 

Total    Enrollment 

Two-Year 

42.1% 

35.7% 

Four-Year 

57.9% 

64.3% 

•  American  Indians,  blacks,  and  Hispanics  are  heavily 
concentrated  in  two-year  rather  than  four-year  insti- 
tutions. Asian  students,  however,  are  more  concen- 
trated in  four-year  than  in  two-year  institutions. 

•  In  eight  of  the  thirteen  western  states,  minority 
enrollments  are  more  concentrated  in  the  two-year 
sector  than  are  enrollments  of  white  students. 

Representation  of  Female  Minority  Students 
in  Graduate  and  Professional  Programs 

The  access  to  postgraduate  training  for  women,  both  as  a  minority  group 
and  within  minority  groups,  has  received  considerable  national  attention. 
Tables  5A  and  5B  show  the  progress  being  made  in  the  West.  Table  5A  repre- 
sents the  distribution  of  graduate  students  by  race  and  sex  for  fall  1976; 
table  5B  presents  the  same  breakdown  for  first-professional  students.  The 
first  line  entered  for  each  sex  shows  the  percentage  of  total  enrollment  of 
all  persons  of  that  sex  for  each  ethnic/racial  group.  The  second  line  shows, 
for  each  ethnic/racial  group,  the  enrollment  proportion  for  each  sex.  Data 
are  provided  for  the  thirteen  western  states  as  a  whole  and  for  the  nation. 


Highlights 


Nationwide,  women  comprise  46.1  percent  of  all  graduate 
students,  while  in  the  West  they  account  for  only  41.5 
percent  of  the  total  graduate  enrollment.  The  situation 
is  reversed  for  first-professional  students;  women  com- 
prise 24.9  percent  of  first-professional  students  in  the 
West  and  22.4  percent  in  the  nation. 
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•  Among  all  groups  including  whites,  women  are  better 
represented  than  men  only  among  blacks.  Black  women 
account  for  more  than  half  (50.7  percent)  of  black 
graduate  students  in  the  West  and  nearly  60  percent 
(58.7  percent)  nationwide. 

•  With  the  exception  of  Hispanics,  minority  women  in 
the  West  account  for  a  greater  proportion  of  first- 
professional  enrollments  in  their  racial  category 
than  do  their  white  female  counterparts.  White  women 
represent  24.4  percent  of  the  whites  enrolled.  Amer- 
ican Indian  women  (26.1  percent),  black  women  (36.9 
percent),  and  Asian  women  (28.9  percent)  all  account 
for  greater  proportions  of  their  professional  student 
population. 

Public  and  Private  Institutions 

Tables  6A  and  6B  show  the  changes  in  full-time*  (headcount)  minority 
enrollments  in  public  (6A)  and  private  (6B)  institutions  in  the  West  from 
fall  1972  to  fall  1976.  Table  7  provides  a  comparison  of  enrollments  in 
both  sectors  over  the  same  period.  Because  of  the  relatively  small  minority 
enrollment  in  private  institutions,  increases  of  only  a  small  number  of 
students  produce  changes  greater  than  100  percent;  thus,  it  is  important  to 
examine  the  numbers  as  well  as  the  percentage  changes  in  these  tables.  In 
addition,  note  that  some  large  changes  over  time  are  due  to  changes  in  the 
number  of  institutions. 


Highl ights 


In  the  period  1972-76,  full-time  minority  enrollments 
in  public  institutions  in  the  West  increased  at  an 
average  of  40.7  percent.  In  three  states  (Colorado, 
Nevada,  and  Washington),  the  increase  was  greater  than 
50  percent. 

Increases  in  minority  enrollments  were  greater  than 
increases  in  the  enrollments  of  white  students.   In 
three  states  (California,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah)  the 
number  of  white  students  enrolled  in  public  institu- 
tions declined,  while  the  number  of  minority  students 
increased  over  the  same  period. 

Enrollment  gains  of  American  Indian  and  black  students 
in  the  West  exceeded  those  of  the  nation  as  a  whole 
during  the  same  period.  However,  enrollment  gains  of 
Asian  and  Hispanic  students  fell  short  of  those  for  the 
nation. 


*  Note  the  exclusion  of  part-time  students.  These  tables  include  the 
same  category  of  comparison  used  in  the  Office  of  Civil  Rights  publi 
cation  used  as  a  source. 
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In  private  institutions  in  the  West,  the  enrollment 
of  minority  students  increased  39  percent  during  the 
period  1972-76.  Minority  enrollments  for  the  nation 
as  a  whole  increased  32.9  percent  during  the  same 
period. 

In  every  year,  minority  enrollment,  as  a  percentage 
of  total  enrollment,  was  greater  in  public  than  in 
private  institutions. 

The  proportions  of  both  minority  and  white  students 
enrolled  in  the  public  and  private  sectors  were 
relatively  stable  over  the  period  1972-76. 
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Data  Sources  and  Terminology 


The  ethnic/racial  proportions  of  state  populations  (tables  2  and  3)  are 
derived  from  two  different  sources.  Data  for  American  Indians  and  Asian 
Americans  are  from  the  1970  Census  report,  Race  of  the  Population,  PC 
(Sl)-104,  table  12.  Data  for  blacks  and  Hispanics  are  from  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Survey  of  Income  and  Education  (1976).  The  Denver 
Regional  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  provided  an  extract  of  rele- 
vant estimates  from  this  survey.  Percentages  are  based  on  the  total 
population  for  the  appropriate  year  (1970  or  1976). 

The  categories  of  ethnic/racial  groups  are  those  used  in  the  Higher  Edu- 
cation General  Information  Survey  (HEGIS).  Definitions  are  as  follows: 

Black  —  (Black  Non-Hispanic)  A  person  having  origins  in 
any  of  the  black  racial  groups  (except  those  of 
Hispanic  origin) . 

American  Indian  --  (American  Indian  or  Alaskan  Native) 
A  person  having  origins  in  any  of  the  original 
peoples  of  North  America. 

Asian  --  (Asian  or  Pacific  Islander)  A  person  having 
origins  in  any  of  the  original  peoples  of  the 
Far  East,  Southeast  Asia,  or  the  Pacific  Islands. 
This  area  includes,  for  example,  China,  Japan, 
Korea,  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  Samoa. 

Hispanic  --  A  person  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban, 
Central  and  South  American,  or  other  Spanish 
culture  or  origin,  regardless  of  race. 

White  --  (White,  Non-Hispanic)  A  person  having  origins 
in  any  of  the  peoples  of  Europe,  North  Africa, 
the  Middle  East  or  the  Indian  subcontinent 
(except  those  of  Hispanic  origin). 

Degree  data  (table  1)  are  from  the  Office  of  Civil  Rights  report,  Data 
on  Earned  Degrees  Conferred  from  Institutions  of  Higher  Education  by 
Race,  Ethnicity  and  Sex,  Academic  Year  1975-76. 

Enrollment  data  in  tables  2-7  are  from  Racial,  Ethnic  and  Sex  Enrollment 
Data  from  Institutions  of  Higher  Education,  Fall  1976  by  the  Office  of 
Civil  Rights. 

All  figures  are  derived  from  information  from  tables. 
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